FAQ about becoming a Fire Company Member

In order to become a member you will need to get in touch with the company Chief or President to obtain an application.  The regular company meeting is the first Monday of every month starting at 7:30pm.  Once the prospective members application is complete it takes two months to become a full member.  The first month you will be proposed as a new member and get to meet the company members and get an overview of the company.  The second month you will be voted in as a member pending verification of background check and completion of application.

Once you become a member there are a few different routes you could follow.  Some members want to help out but may only want to assist with fire police instead of becoming a certified firefighter.  Any member interested in following that route has to attend a two-day class at the fire academy in order to become certified in fire police.  Members that join and want to become certified firefighters have a few more requirements that they have to meet.  Members are first required to be a member for approx. six months before they can attend fire school.  The reason for this is during the six months the member can attend department training, comprised of learning the equipment on the trucks along with how to use it and see an overview of firefighting practices & guidelines before then attend school.  Firefighter 1 is a class that does require a lot of time and commitment but does pay off in the end.  The class runs for five months usually two nights a week or all day Sunday.  Firefighter 1 is a total of 130 hrs comprised of classroom and outside hands actives.  Everything from basic fire behavior, stretching hose lines, searching a building for victims to basic first aid is covered in the class.  The following is a link to the Burlington County Fire Academy where you can see all of the courses offered along with the descriptions of the courses, http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/pages/viewdepartment.aspx?did=32
